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handed for the cause of the Harijans of that place. There was a
time when high hope was entertained about removal of untouch-
ability and other social work in Nellore. An ashram was built
near Nellore, but for a variety of causes the activity received a set-
back. Desabhakta Konda Venkatappayya was, and still is, though
very old, the moving spirit in connection with these activities. It is
in this place that Shri Sriramulu has been quietly and persis-
tently working for the removal, root and branch, of untouchabi-
lity.

He has been trying to have a temple opened to Harijans. He
asked me the other day whether, in order to awaken public con-
science in favour of such opening, he could, if all other efforts
failed, undertake a fast. I sent him my approval.

Now the place is astir. But some persons have asked me to
advise Shri Sriramulu to suspend his fast for removing legal diffi-
culties of which I have no knowledge. I have been unable to give
such advice.

As I am anxious that an unobtrusive servant of humanity
may not die for want of public knowledge and support, I bespeak
the interest of the journalists of the South, if not of all India, to
find out for themselves the truth of the matter and, if what I say
is borne out by facts, shame by public exposure the opposing
parties into doing the right and save a precious life.
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147.   LETTER TO ERVIN BAKTAT
POST ANDHERI,
March 15, 1924
DEAR  FRIEND,
I was very glad indeed to receive your  letter1   of the   8th
February.
1 In the course of his letter Ervin Baktay had written: " . . . there are men
very far away from India who have faith in your person and your work. I
believe that the work which is done by you has a great importance for the whole
humanity; the West does not understand it clearly today what your work repre-
sents in human history, yet it can be observed that there are many in the
West who have a clear or a less distinct feeling about it. ... Even in England
and France or America there are men who understood that the Western way
of solving great problems by everlasting wars cannot lead but to a general ruin*
And the whole world begins to listen more and more to India's message for
mankind and this message is yours. Since several years I study Indian religion,